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Class Rule Change 
Racing Rule 42 - Propulsion 

A submission from the International 420 Class 

PROPOSAL: 
In accordance with RRS 86.1 (c), this allows Class Rules to override RRS, an alteration 
to Class Rules, as follows: 
C 2.1 RULES (New Rule) 

C 2.1.1 Except on a beat to windward, when surfing (rapidly accelerating down 
the leeward  side of a wave) or planing is possible, the boat's crew may pump in 
order to initiate surfing or planing, but only once for each wave or gust of wind.  
(Overrides RRS 42.3(b) 
C 2.1.2    to override to RRS 42: 
C 2.1.2.1  No later than the warning signal, the race committee may display flag 
O to signal that pumping, rocking and ooching are allowed. 
C 2.1.2.2 After the starting signal, the race committee may display flag O with 
Repetitive sounds at any rounding mark to signal that pumping, rocking and 
ooching are allowed.  This instruction applies to a boat after she has passed the 
mark. 
C 2.1.2.3 If the race committee has acted under instruction, C 2.1.1.1 or C 
2.1.1.2 and the wind speed becomes less than the limit specified in the class 
rules, the race committee  may display flag R with repetitive sounds at any 
rounding mark to signal that rule 42, applies.  This instruction applies to a boat 
after she has passed the mark. 
C 2.1.3 The ICA recommends that the race officer apply rule C 2.1.2.1 or C 
2.1.2.2 when the wind is consistently 13 knots or above, measured at deck level. 

CURRENT POSITION: 
This is a new Class Rules.  RRS Rule 42 reads: 

42  PROPULSION 
42.1 Basic Rule 

Except when permitted in rule 42.3 or 45, a boat shall compete by using 
only the wind and water to increase, maintain, or decrease her speed.  Her 
crew may adjust the trim of sails and hull, and perform other acts of 
seamanship, but shall not otherwise move their bodies to propel the boat. 

42.2 Prohibited Actions 
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Without limiting the application of rule 42.1, these actions are prohibited: 
 (a) pumping: repeated fanning of any sail either by trimming and 

releasing the sail or by vertical or athwartships body movement; 
 (b) rocking: repeated rolling of the boat, induced by either body 

movement or adjustment of the sails or centreboard, that does not 
facilitate steering; 

 (c) ooching: sudden forward body movement, stopped abruptly; 
 (d) sculling: repeated movement of the helm not necessary for steering; 
 (e) repeated tacks or gybes unrelated to changes in the wind or to tactical 

considerations. 
42.3 Exceptions 

 (a) A boat’s crew may move their bodies to exaggerate the rolling that 
facilitates steering the boat through a tack or a gybe, provided that, 
just after the tack or gybe is completed, the boat’s speed is not 
greater than it would have been in the absence of the tack or gybe. 

 (b) Except on a beat to windward, when surfing (rapidly accelerating 
down the leeward side of a wave) or planing is possible, the boat’s 
crew may pull the sheet and the guy controlling any sail in order to 
initiate surfing or planing, but only once for each wave or gust of 
wind. 

 (c) Any means of propulsion may be used to help a person or another 
vessel in danger. 

 (d) To get clear after grounding or colliding with another boat or object, 
a boat may use force applied by the crew of either boat and any 
equipment other than a propulsion engine. 

REASON: 
To have the same Rule 42 as other classes and to allow fairer and consistent racing in 
our class. 


